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California Wildlife Protection Initiative

Pe ti tioning i s unde r way for t he Ca l i f orn i a Wi l dl i : e ~r~tcction In i t iative .
Th e Sa nta Susan a Moun tain Park As sociat i o n h as mobil ized t o hGl p g ather
600 ,000 signatures s ta t ewi de i n order to ge t t he ini t ia tive o n the Ju ne
1990 ballo t . The pu rpcse o f the Californi a Wildl i fe Protection Ini ti a tive
,i s to "Jan t he s port hun t i ng of moun tain lio ns in t h e s tate of Ca li fo rn ia ,
and to provide f unds f or th e acquisi tion of habitat for ra re a nd e n da n
gered species , dee r , moun tain lions and o the r wildlife .

The i ni t i a t i ve s p e cif i c ly a ddresses t he San ta S us a na Moun tains and Simi
Hil ls wi th the appropriation of $20 million dollars f o r l a nd acquis i tion
within our ~ oca l moun tains , i n i nc r e me n t s of $2 mi l lion per year ove r
ten years . The benefit of th is ini tiative i s t wo- f o l d ; it will give
pro tectio n t o our s tate ' s last large p r e da to r , a nd i t will he lp i nsure
t he p reservation of wilderness areas that are home t o wildl ife , an d
which can provide r ecreation opportunities f or humans as well .

The habi ta t in our r e g i o n will be acquired by the Santa Monica Mountains
Co ns e r va nc y . The total f un ds of $30 million dollars per year will come
fro m t he Una l l o c at e d Acc o u nt o f t h e Tobacco Ta x , and the Environmen ta l
License Plate Fund. The bond i n i t i at i ve will no t c reate an increase in
Cali forn ian's t a xes .

The ini t iative do e s no t p revent h uman intervention in the even t t h a t a
mountain lion were eve r to pose a threa t t o l i v e s t o c k o r human safety . I t
does pro tect t h e m f rom sport hun t e rs , who t ypical ly us e a pack of dogs
to t rack down a n d t r ee a _moun t a i.n J Lo r- , a n " t.h e n e hoc t, i t =. t Cl0 3 £: r-anqc
whi le i t i s t r a pp e d i n the t ree . Li tt le is k nown about the numbe r o f
moun tain l i ons that a r e l e f t in Cal i forn i a , as t h e y are secretive a nimals
who avoid human contac t . We know there are no t many l e f t.

We urge al l SSMPA me mbe r s to he lp put the California Wil dli fr Ini tiative
on t he June 1990 ballo t. By doing so we wil l no t only p rotect t he mag
ni ficen t moun t ain lion , bu t also ou r own majestic moun tains ! Please ge t
your pe ti tio n signed a nd re turned as soon as possible . Be sure to re a d
t h e " I ns t r u c t i o ns To Circulator " on the b a c k . Volunteers are also nee de d
t o se t u p t ab l e s fo r signa ture gathering. I f you can donate e ven a few
ho u r s , p l e as e contac t us ! Thank you!

S a n Fe rnan do Va l ley : Glenn Ba i ley 345-1222; Pau l i ne Aue 341-5872 ; Nancy
Ra zans k i 34 1-3 512
Simi Va l ley : carina Robe r ts 52 2- 4 56 9 or (8 18 ) 715-0 069 (tol l f ree f f Simi)

Daily New.

Assembly panel approves plan
on Santa Clarita Woodlands

7jlJ/ffi Natural Resources Committee.
The bill. S8 509. would require

• the Santa Monica Moun tains Con-
SACRA.MENTO - An ~sse.m- ser...ancy to expand the corridor's

bly committee appro...ed legislation bounda ries 10 includ e the 5000·
Monday to include the Santa Oari- acre Santa Clarita Woodlands on
ta Woodland~ in the Ri.m of the the north slope of the Santa Susana
Valley Corrtdc r, despit e Gov. Moun tains.
George Deukmejian's removal o f A co mpa nion mea sure, al so
S 500~OOO from the slate budget 10 sponsored by Davis, which has also
acquire the land. _ passed the Senate and is pending in

Legisla tion sponsored by Sen. Ed tbe Assembl y. would direc t the
Da...is, R-Northridge. passed Ihe state Parks and Recreation Depart
Senale in April and was unani - ment to stu dy Ihe Ieaaibili ty of
mously approved by the Assembly creating a state park in the area.
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Rockwell
Rockw e l l 's San ta Susana Fie ld Labo r a tory , l ocated in the moun tai ns between
Ch ats worth and Simi ValleY I was c i t e d i n May by a f e de r a l survey as having
a t l e as t t e n are as of h a z a r do us waste a nd/o r radioactive waste contamina
tion in the soil , bedrock and ground wate r . While the s urvey f o und no
environmenta l p r obl e ms th a t posed an immedia t e threat to human life, it
a l s o disclosed t hat inadequacies of Rockwel l 's ground water mon itering
system make i t diffi cul t to accurately assess the amount a nd migra t i on of
contami na t ion . Rocvwe ll 's San ta Susana Fi e l d Lab h as been ci ted by the
Nuclear Requ Le t.o r y .....ommi .s s Lon fo r 58 violat ions of heal th , safety and
security rules s Lnc -: 1 9 75 a t its n uc l e a r reactor facili ty . Cleanup of t h e
contamination wi l l cco t; a t least $55 million and t a ke 20 years o r mor e ,
according to a repor t released by the Department Of Energy on May 22 .
Envi ronmental Pro t ection Agency and state heal th officials responsible for
toxic waste cleanup claim they we r e ne ve r informe d of a haza rdous was te
dump at the Rockwel l lab . ( For more i n f o r ma tion , s ee stories on b a ck ...f"'f
peqe , ) ~_ ....~~'\

, ".' ) \/'

Corriganville Update ' .4/'-§;J ;
Plans for Corriganville Pa rk i n Simi Val ley are beginning to t ake s hape.
Si tuated o n the e a s t e r n bounda ry of Si mi , the 1 9 0 acre park has an oak
grove , s tream , r o ck forma tions , good wi ldlife habitat within t he wi ld life
corridor zone , a nd a s trong weste rn/movie h e r i t a ge theme . corriganville
was t he sE t ti ng for over 3 ,000 movies and telev is ion shows before t he
weste rn t own was destroy ed by f i r e in t h e 1 9 705 . The Corriganville P res 
e rvation Commi t tee ( CPC) , a g roup of citizens dedicated to rebuilding the
wes tern t own and u tili zing it as a tourist a nd h i s t o ri c a l a t traction
( Lnc Lud Lnq a western fi l m museum and th eatre ) are planning a major fund
raising event on Sep tembe r 9 a t the p ark . CPC and SSMPA membe rs are
i nterested in working t og e t he r t o make a contiguous mountain park ,
spanni ng both L . A. and Ventu ra count i es , connecting our histo r ical trails
and preserving the wild l i. f e co r r i do r t hrough th e Sa nt a S us a na Pass area.
(Please see insert i n th is newsle t ter for mo r e .i n fo rme t Lo n on the crc .)

Sage Ranch Acquisition Voted
'l'n e Santa n o n i ca i- ro u n t a Lna co ns e c ve ncy h as d i?f' l"0 "vE: .l Lh e pu.r ch c s e c f t h e
600 acre S age Ranch , s outh o f S i mi Valley in t h e S..mi llil ls , no rth of
Rock e t dy ne . S age Ra n ch has exce llen t wildl ife h ab.ct a t; and r ecreation
pote n t i a l i n c l ud i ng campi ng , h i ki ng , retreats and natu r e educa tion . I t
i s accessahle from Black and Woolsey Ca nyons . The property owne rs have
no t ag ree u to se ll t h e ra nch t o the Conse rvancy . The Conservancy has set
a top pri ce o f $ 4 .2 mill ion for the property , but as of yet no sale has
b een f i na li ze d . There is conce rn over t h e wa ter qual i ty of the area due
t o recen t revelat ions about contamina t ion in t h e g round wa ter from Rocket
dy ne . The Conservancy wou ld like to acquire contiguo us ap r ce Ls i n order
to prese rve a wildlife cor rido r , al though development pressures are s uch
that t he properties nee de to preserve the co rridor are sell ing for a very
hi gh pr ice , and t here may wel l no t be e nough f unds to purchase them .

Porter Ranch Development Fought
Co nt r o vers y over t he outrageous deve lopme nt p la ns for the Po r te r Ran ch
con tinues this summer . Deve lop ers hope to c r eate a huge regional c ommerc ia l
center no rth of t he 1 1 8 f r e ewa y and east of Tampa with a 15 s to ry build i ng
height limi t , and 7 . 7 mil l ion square feet o f commerci a l space ( 5 t i mes
t he si ze of North r idge Mall!) Th e plan is 6 times greate~ i n s i ze and
densi ty th an the cu r rent City Di str i ct plan maximum , and woul d c re at e an
a dditiona l 1 5 , 0 00 veh ic l e t r i ps per hour On already ~onges ted s treets
such as Tamp a , Reseda and Devonshire . Re s i de n t s are strong ly e ncou r age d
t o oppos e t he Po r t e r R~nch plan . Add ress l ette rs of concern to :
Councilman Hal Bernson , 20 0 N. Spring stree t , Room 237, Los Angeles, 9 00 12
Co un c i l man John Fe r raro , 200 N. Spri ng s t reet, Room M-30, Los Angeles , 90 0 12
Councilman Michael Woo , 20 0 N. Spri ng st ree t , Roo m 23 9 , Los Ange les , 90012
Se n ato r Ed Davis , 11 14 5 Tampa , Suite 21B , No r t h r i dge, CA 91 3 26
For mo re informa t i on , ca l l o r write PRIDE , P.O. Box 7731 , Nor t h r i d ge , CA
9132 7- 7731 ( 81 8 ) 8 9 - PRIDE (89 7- 7433)



Toxies Dumped in Santa Susana Pass
37 DRUMS OF TOXIC WAST E DUMPED IN SANTA SUSANA CANYON
( Summa rized from a repo r t b y Steve Ca rey , t he Dai ly News and t h e E n te r p r i s e )

On the e veni ng o f S a t urd a y , J une 2 4 , 3 7 d r ums of toxic was te we r e d iscovered
in a canyon in the S a nta S us a na Pass r e g i o n , east of Rocky Peak Road. 36
of the 55 g al lon drums we r e emp ty a t t h e t i me h azardous was te ma terials
technici ans removed them f r om t he r a v i n e . t h e 3 7 t h drum , whi ch lay on
t he roadside, s till con t ained a b o ut o ne hal f g a l l o n of po lyes te r resin ,
a h ighly flammable liqui d , a n d t ol ue n e .

The b arrels we r e al l remo ved f r o m t he c a nyon Su nday . A p ress co nfe r ence
a ttende d by Nne , CBS , UPI , Los Ange l e s Times , Enterpr~s e a n d Da i l y News
s taff wa s organi zed by Glen n Ba i ley and Jan Hi nkston. Wh i l e t h e media
spoke wi th Glenn Ba i ley and L . A . c o un t y fi re , hazardous waste and police
officials , J an Hink s ton l e a d a group o f h ikers ove r the histori c Stag e Road
and t o t he a rea of t h e t o x i c dumping .

F rank Cervan t e s o f the L.A . Co unty Health Department 's Hazardous Mate r i als
Uni t , said t hat even i f t h e pa r ties responsible for the dumping c ould be
identifi e d, criminal c h a r ges wou ld p robably no t b e f i l e d since the barre ls
were essen t ially e mpty . Therefor , if t h e Owne rs o f th e d r ums we r e t r a ced
usi ng the numbers on t h e drums , only pUbli c n u i s an c e ch arges a nd no t fe lony
hazar dous materials d umpi ng charges could be bro u gh t agains t t h e i r owners .

Some SSMP1\ membe rs f e e l it se e ms s o me wh at unlike l y t ha t the othe r 36 d r u ms
were e mpty a t t he time t hey we re du mp e d , since th e dumpers t ook the r isk
o f b ein g caugh t d i s ca r d i ng a large amoun t of t r a s h in orde r to dispose of
the drums. A soil ana l ysis would prove whethe r or no t the d rums we r e in
fac t e mpty . I f t h e types o f t o x i c chemicals found were s pill e d in large
quantitie s o n t h e soi l , t h ere may be a s trong po ten tia l f o r t o x i c r e s i d u a ls
t o remain in the so i l .

Th e d umpi ng was d isco ve re d by S t e v e Ca r ey , an envi ronmental a udi to r who i s
p r epa ring an Urban I mpac t Stu dy on the Santa Sus ana Pass a r e a f o r the
5 SMPA. I t is among the most re cent addi tion of waste t o be a dded t o th e
ho rrible dum p ing p robl em at th e ravine , located on the southerly s i d e o f t h e
San ta Susana Pa ss Road whe r e t he hi s toric Old Stage Road mee ts t h e pavemen t
o f the pa s s r o a d . SSt-iPA h as renewed i ts ca lling f o r a ba r r i.e r to be
e r ec te d a t the si te to make t he dumping of cars , f u r n i t ure , h ousehold
tra s h a nd ha z ardous waste mo r e di fficu l t . To date , th e pa r ties responsible
for t h is dumpi ng have no t no t been i de n ti f i e d .

********* *** ***************** ****** *****

I S YO UR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT ?????????

Th e da t e s hown on you r a d dress label indi cates t he date on which y o u r
membe rshi p fee is due . SS MPA does not send a separate b ill f or due s. I f
y o u r membership has expire d , p lease be su r e to re new i t t o da y. As you
can see , we a re currently e ngag e d in a my riad of ac t i vi ties to pro t e c t
a nd pres e rve the Santa Su s a nas , t h e ir h is toric and recreat i ona l a t t r ibu t es
a nd t heir wi l d inhab i tan ts . Your cont inu e d s upport i s vital , a n d grea t ly
app r ec i ated . Do you know someOne who i s inte res t e d in t he SS HPA? hlhy .....v
no t sen d us t he i r a d d r e s s or phone numbe r? We a re eage r t o sha re t he 1£ ~
splendo r of o u r moun t a ins wi th n ew f r i e nds . If y ou shou l d re c ei v e an '
e xt r a copy o f ou r new s l e t t e r , p l ease pass it o n . We are up agains t some ' :
tough o pposit ion . . . we nee d some s t rong s upport ! _

~::~ -
~ ..f;f":~i...~~'::'~"~~ d/" .... . . .,; '~f~' '.
~·i.;,l :i:t ',<. 'l'.1·I' ··>tr · ';' .... ',·:'.....i.;::;~..: ..t '''';j . :.~ ''~, ~ ~. ",~ I t...:i.,;~::·

-e:£ 'ZV ,r------------ ...... -...-·-~---------------------------l

, YES ! I WOULD LI KE TO JOIN THE Santa. Susana Kountain Park Association I

I NmE MEMBERSHI P CATEGOR IES: I
I Student or Senior $5.00 ,
t ADDRESS Ind iv idua l $ 10 . 00 f
, _ Fam i ly $1 5. 00 ,
, CITY Z IP _ Suppo r t ing $2 5 . 00 ,
I Bus i ness $25.00 f
I PHONE Li fe Member $ 100. 00 ,

I MAKE CflECKS PAYABLE TO 5 S M P A. Mal I to : SS M P A Member shi p I'
J P. O. Box 4831
I Chat swor t h , CA 9 1313 I
I Tax deductib le cont ribut ions are a lso encouraged t o t he FOUNDATION FOR THE PRESERVATION I
L. OF THE SANTA SUSANA MOUNTAI NS I F P S S ,~ ) ,

--------------------------------------------~



The r e i s ple n ty t o do , a nd we
a r c looki ng f or pe o p l e wi t h
v a ri o us t alents to he lp wi t h
o u r- many n c t i vi ties . Th e
powe r of the SS MPA l ies in t he
s u pport o f i ts ded i c a te d
memQers . Pleas e make s ure your
me mb e r s hi p i s cu r r e nt . I f you
have t i me , se rvi c e s or s u ppl ies
wh i ch you c a n donat e to SS MPA ,
we wou l d l o ve to h e ar f r o m yo u !

Th unk yo u fo r your conti n ued
su p por t and your i nte rest i n
the preserva tion of o ur n a t ural
an d cul t u r al h e ritag e .

fill[i.-~(!C'7Tl~"-
Dan Coope r ,
P r e s i de n t . S a n ta Susana Mo un tai n
Pa r k l\ss ociaU.o n

'f h e SS MPA i s continual! y in
nee d of doce n t s fo r our Vi s i t ors '
Cen t e r , a nd fo r hike l e nde r s
f o r o u r h i k e s a nd n a t u r e wa l k s
o n Su nd ays . There wi l l be no
hi k e s conducted d u r i ng 1\ug us t
a nd September d ue to t he h e a t ,
bu t t he Visi t ors ' Center at
Chatswo rt h Park South wi ll b e
o pen e v e r y S u nday fro m nOon to
3 p.m. , prov ided t he re a r e
doc en ts t o atten d the Cen t er!
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CONTAMINATED
FACILITY
Aledf'!rnl ~ lJfvAy IliUM rfUlitmcllvily
lind olher 'o" ic conln.minalion I'll the
Santtt Sustt na FilJld Labor.ll tOfies
IlIe ~it y in Ihe hilf!l hetween
f'..ha t!lWOfth and Simi Vnlley,
I~hl i'l lIl lhtt ff'!por1 include :

• R.I(lIOAtmt lind of"'" hll l ...doull
,ub~IImCEl !l hflve been r;lurnpfll Of

rcleuf'd lllllpptO~"'lll1 e1y to lite' (It
lhe InclI ily.

Drillinjt be gan Tuesday on the first of 17 n~w _ TM£RErS:-~""_::-:Ced"".71.C,O",C'''IlI~
rne nit nrjng wrll ~ Ih:!l will he Slink ~o determine hum An liln. bullhe fuIl llulntlt of
the extern of r:ttlioa<.: livc and chemical conta r m- conlomirl,,'ioo III nol koown.
nation at Rockwcll ln lcrnalional's nuclear rc- . TlfE IIIONlTORlHli prOO' llm fOl' l oiI
search facility i n the ~ i lll i I !i ll s: •. rlldio. clivily Ie dnlidf!nl.

The S2S0XXX) drilling operation I" h~I~". COI~l - • mEREARE III Iflll8lI h,ee ,ueA ' 01
plet cd by tIle compa ny's Rock ctdync DI VISIOn In g rollOd.wlllm coolllmina tiOll, bul ltNl
respon se 10 a D epartment o f Ener gy c~lV iron. UrOllfld·wlIlor monitoring progrAm Is
m('II I,,1 MI1'VCj' thnt illrn lificd problems with con - inadeQIlAte .

taminnrion in the soil and ground water at th e • CONTAMiNA..",m'NC;~",~I ·"Cd".c,c"CdO;'~IC~C'
290-ac re nuclear pOllio n of the 2,60 0-acre Santa fino II vnrwly 0 ' chllmlr;III~, IIIr;Jud/1l0
Susana Ficld Lnbomtory. highly volahl9 ~odi um potllssium.

.. ' II ,1,- wells will d o (a) two-fold U'oh}," said """ " " "--I/T-" "" • on" ,,"" 01OuildinQ 059, whElfe
SIC'pheli l a fflam , th e company's .en viro lllllcn ia l lImlllnucit"flr fllllClOfI werll lellled,
man ager . "They'll give you di rection o f (ground- C{lfIlllios lI AI'!d And will", CO<lllllnlnll llld
water) now ami water qua lity." wilh IlI lfiBlm lllOO fl'!mlin, II polnntilll

The I)()E survey idcntilicd 10 areas o f actual _ cn oJ~fO\M 'WIl I(lf COOlllmiNIlion,
o r potenti al soi l a n'd ground-water ,r o ntam ina- • FJ'!mJER ~todill ' "rn tlIIeded 10
lion, conclud ing tha t there was no evidence o f a n rIoll!JmlWlo 110 11 1I_lenl of Cotol l minalion
1I111llinC'Rt publie-henlth threat . bul recommend- ~nd rillks.
; n~ ad,l il inlla l monitori ng wells 10 d etermine ~:"""''''S1'''.IOotf*I?''fI_O'r
wh elher t hc po ll u li o n wa s moving fro m the 111' Jl. y ~W$l ~I7L'i2

J. r.;;: pa ring plans 10 complete a thor
WEllS 1 From Page 1 701m o ugh en viron n\cnta l mve snga-

Rocketd ync site. . tion. ,
After the DOE survev was dis- Florence Pearso n, scmcr spc-

closed May 14 in the Da ily Ne....'S. ci31i~t wil ~ the healt h d e part
th e U.S. Environmental Prote~- me~t .s To-, ' ~ 'Substance Cont rol
tio n Agency too k ove r the lead III Division. sa id tbc com~aoy was
the Santa Susa na clean up , and is given Ihe go-a head 10 dnll the 17
preparing a strategy pla n th at will wells. Addi tion al wells could be
be released Ju ly 31. or~ercd 1~ ler. she said.

Meanwh ile, the slate Depart- We did le t th em kn o w th ~l
ment of Health Services and the this i ~ not the en d of ",:~al we W Ill

Region al Water Q uality Control require th em to do, Pea rso n

Board have con d uct ed i ~ ~~ee- sa!~!: . " , '. ' .." .d ~~o,,"1Jll.' nancl ()1<" cxtcnsiro unons 0 1 the !luCle"f 13 CllIllCS, ' 101: 111: 1, "' <': Il ~ .uI. "<' '' ' l' ... Il l> 'O ~ .......U .1 __ • • • ..., ..j l J"-,,,.·iL; '-'A ....., ,.;...01\.. ........ ,. j.V/~

known as Ihe Encrgy Techno logy gather data about grou nd-water 'II· C' ~ K • . .
Enaineering Center. end are pre- conditions on the wesrem por' OJ Santa l 1'.J.onlcas conservancy
non o r the fie ld la bora to ry thai ~
overlooks Sim i Valley. Olilily N_ I 7 /1'4/s"', the scenic and scientif ic values o f

Speci fically, they are designed tbc Santa Mo nica Mountains rrom-
(0 mon it o r ground-wa te r no w SAC RAMENTO _ An Asscm- Ihe surround ing urb;m i1'1Iio n of tile
under t he So d ium Du r n l' il , lily co mmittee a pflm\'C'd lCJ:.i!ilat ion Los Angeles ll.,si n and 53n Fcrn:ln .
where chcm k 31 a nd r3d ioa clive Mo nd ay .....h ich .....o u ld c~tcnd b y do Valley.
co ntamina tion has becn foun d in Ii ...e )'c:'lrsthe life of lhe $., nt3 Mon- Rosc nlh ;'l l $,1id Ihc co nti nua tion
Ihe so il. the R;'IdlO3,cl,lve Ma leri· ." f*'_'q ira Mount a ins Conserv3 ne)' - o f Ihe con~erV30C)' .....n~ im por13nt
als D ISpo sa l Fa CIlity . .... h ere ..\ , . / ..,1 now ~hctlulcd 10 cease o pera tions to en~u re th:lt Los An~c1cs' remain- '
rad ,oaCli ...e con taminat ion ha t;~£J 1\ ,tJ-y in 1990. ing 0 l)('n spar e is protec ted . "We
bee n found in the soi l, a nd Bulld- \

,1 'A' Il The Ast;Cmhly Water, Parks a nd n('Cd Ihe conservancy 10 COUllICr:lct
ing 59, where chemical co nt3mi· . ..,~ . , ~. Wild life Commil1ce voted 10-0 in the ronstnn t tllTca l to b uild in the
na lion ha s b ee n fo und in lhe : ~ !I' -.......I , fa...o r orso 1323 by Sen. llcrschcl mounta ins," he $,1id .
ground water. . h ' , I ' , ; Rosenthal, D· l..o~ Angd cs. 11 it; of'Cr;'\led hy a scycn-membC"r

.. It's gOing 10 lake SIX 10 elg I 'J;j, The con~rvanC')' wat; cr("aled b y comm issio n, appoint ed b y sla le
wee ks to d n ll the wells:' Lamam l ~ --' ,t Ihe 1...cgislaturc in 197 910 preserve a nd local government o fficjals.
said . &;1.n'....a

Drilling begins
on Rockwell's
monitor wells

Foundation for the Preservation
o f the Santa Susana Moun tains
Post Office Box 4831
Chatsworth. CA 91313·4 831
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